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OURVISION

To elevate Tuvalu's Maritime status to world standards, through providing quality client-focused
services, using the best available technology, and ensuring that there is always available staff and facili-
ties needed to carry out its functions properly, thereby providing owners with high quality service
which they can rely on.
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OUR MISSION

To work with all its stakeholders such as the Government of Tuvalu, shipowners, classification societies
and the shipping community to ensure the safety of Tuvalu ships and keeping the marine environment
clean for our future generations.
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QUALITY STATEMENT
To provide customer-focused services to the international maritime industry, while emphasizing on
quality rather than quantity.
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oreword

from the Foreign Vessel Administrator

The Tuvalu Ship Registry opened its doors to foreign
ownership through the adoption of the Open Ship
Registry Bill in 2004.

Since then, Tuvalu has grown from strength to strength
gaining tonnage and at the same time improving our
Port State Control records in the Tokyo and Paris MOU.

We remain dedicated to our ship owners and maintain
an owner-oriented approach by being open to
feedback from our ship owners on the ways we can
improve our quality of service. We continue to explore
new ways to interact with our ship owners to better
understand the problems faced in the maritime
industry in order to offer solutions.

In this latest edition of our brochure, we have
streamlined and reduced the number of pages to be in
line with our efforts to be more environmentally
friendly. This was made possible by making references
to our new and updated website where ship owners
and managers will be able to download procedures,
forms, circulars, legislation, and important updates.

Our goal for the future will continue to be focused on
serving the needs of our ship owners at any time and
any place.

| welcome you on board.

Mr. Lenati Sioni

Foreign Vessel Administrator
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Tuvalu

brief summary
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FAST FACTS

Government :
Independent Constitutional Monarchy

Geographical Co-ordinates :
800S, 178 O0E

Capital:
FUNAFUTI

Sea Area:
757, 000 sq km

Tuvalu is an independent Constitutional Monarchy
located in the Western Pacific Ocean, just south of the
equator.

Made up of nine atolls scattered over a million square
kilometres, with the most northern and most southern
islands separated in between by about 600 nautical
miles.

Formerly, known as Ellice Islands (part of the then
Gilbert & Ellice Islands), Tuvalu gained independence
on 1st October 1978, after more than eighty years of
British colonial rule.
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&Tuvalu Maritime Legislation

TUVALU MARITIME LEGISLATION L sa
B B 5 A 2% 511 198 71 5220044817 %6
The Tuvalu Merchant Shipping Act 1987 was amended it 7R T ANEAR R WE%E‘
in 2004 for the registration of foreign vessels. The BFE T TN, HE 1E,$Dﬁ“ﬁ[§| s
amendments included specific provisions relating to T 20 sk
vessel ownership requirements, mortgages and ship 33X g B BL A £ AR AT T PR 4 1 5 1R
registration. This allows for the commercial operation AT VR
of an international ship registry within a sound legal
framework. FR]aE s DA st 0 B B R AR A9 -
www. tvship. com
A copy of the Tuvalu Maritime Legislation can be W E A ]
downloaded from www.tvship.com . A E UL A Y 2% +
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Major responsibilities of the Tuvalu Ship Registry o WRORYIG, TR A 2 A AR AR AT AR
include:

THE FLAG STATE ADMINISTRATION

o AP EICICFAT R

+ Registration and licensing of ships

+ Certification of seafarers £ vy
N T AR IR, AR BT & [
+ Vessel inspection to ensure compliance with R A 243, 000 A0 v 1P IR 5 o
safety and environmental standards N7 SEBLIE AN R, B A AR R
77 —BEMRIIEEIARR, e
+ Recording and discharge of mortgages RORANSS WU, A 22 R o

ADMINISTRATION POLICY

To be responsive to individual and collective needs
of ship owners; providing quality services consistent
with international conventions, rules, regulations
and standards.

To achieve this, the Tuvalu Ship Registry has imple-
mented a corporate-wide quality management
system which will serve to fulfil expectations,
increase efficiency, establish controls and foster a
culture committed to excellence.




— Intermnational Conventions B
& IMO Representation

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS HFAY

As a member of IMO with a permanent representative . — Oep o S T TN A
based in London, Tuvalu is committed to play an fﬁj\j%{géﬂé{\&?\' ’j/[&@ﬁ%ﬁ{ﬂ%%{b
important role in promoting safety at sea and protection of 3 FLPTAEARAP PRI AR it L At
the marine environment. HEMER .

Conventions acceded by Tuvalu B L5 252 1 E R A 2

* ITC Convention 69 * 19694 [E R Af A AL SL AL

e SOLAS 74, as amended o 19T4FEE BRI E AT 2 e A2 BT R

o 1973/ 78F[F Br By 1L MRS BLT5 e A 2
o [E R AR RO G A L19TU0E
* 19664F [E PR An gk B 28 A L A HABIT R
o 19724 1 [ Frif L8Rl K]

¢ MARPOL 73/78
* MARPOL Protocol 97
e [OADLINES 66, as amended

* COLREG 72 o 1OTSAEHF 5 R EFE BT A o [ B 2 20 J% 3
« STCW78, as amended (EAES
. CLC Profocol 92 o [HPrG 3 HE RHE TR ALK 1992451 5E
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¢ LLMC Convention 76, as amended

e FUND Protocol 92 HI2{EH
* SUA Convention 88 o 1988V BRI L WiAT 2 e iEEAT AR
« BUNKERS Convention 01 W

* 20014 [E PRy e 1 F RE ST AL

o 200147 H R d NG AN F AR5 RE A L)
o 20044F 45 il & BRAG AN e B A UTARY) E BR A 2
*+ 20064F HPro7 AL

* WRC 2007 * 20074F N B BE [E bRAR AN TR A% IS R A 2

* ANTI-FOULING 01
* BALLASTWATER 2004
* MLC 2006




Recognised Organisations

and Flag State Inspections

CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES

The following classification societies have been appointed as Recognized Organizations (ROs) and Recognized Security Orga-
nizations (RSOs) with full authorisation to carry out statutory surveys/audits, plan approvals, and issue international conven-

tion certificates for and on behalf of Tuvalu.
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+ American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) % [# fif 2% 4t
Bureau Veritas (BV) i E i 404t
China Classification Society (CCS) H B fifi 4k 4t

DNV (DNV) DNV 4[]
Indian Register of Shipping (IRCLASS) EJ i fify 8 44
Korean Register of Shipping (KR) & [E fifi 2% 4t

+  Lloyds Register (LR) % [ 57 [X A& At

+ Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (CLASSNK) F A it 4>
Polish Register of Shipping (PRS) 7 =% i 2k £t

+  Registro Italiano Navale (RINA) 7 kIl fift 4 2 2
Russian Maritime Register of Shipping (RS) &% i 4t
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FLAG STATE INSPECTIONS

Flag State inspections are conducted by Flag
State Inspectors to review the general condition
of the ship, her operations and documentation to
ensure that the minimum standards are present.

Tuvalu Ship Registry believes this practice will
potentially result in savings by ship owners as the
likelihood of being detained by Port State Control
(PSC) is minimised with good maintenance.
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Benefits

BENEFITS OF FLYING THE TUVALU FLAG

1. Special discounted fees for:

o fleet of three (3) or more vessels registered
within 12 months;

o vessels below the age of 15 years - discount
increases for younger vessels;

o vessels above 20,000 GT and

o vessels that have excellent Port State Control
record.

2. Fast and convenient 24-hour efficient service,
365 days a year to facilitate owners to sail their
vessels within the shortest possible time.

3. Efficient telecommunications, financial and legal
services readily available to owners to assist them
whenever and wherever necessary.

4. All applications for registration and certification
cantbe made directly to the Registry via the
owner or the owner's appointed manager.

5. There is no restriction on the nationality of
ownership.

6. There is no restriction on the nationality of
officers or crew. Crew certifications issued by

parties to the STCW convention are recognised.

7. Zero tax for Tuvalu ships on the income of the
shipping entity in respect of capital gains or
profits derived fromits ownership or operation, or
on any dividends.

8. Tuvalu is a party to the STCW convention with
a reputable maritime training school providing
well trained and hardworking seamen to ship
owners worldwide.
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SHIP REGISTRATION

Types

and Features

SHIP REGISTRATION TYPES AND FEATURES
NORMAL (LONG TERM)

+ Vessels are given provisional status for first 6
months pending submission of relevant
documents for permanent status.

+ Mortgages can be recorded during provisional
status.

Refer to Registry Circular:RC-1/2012/1

DELIVERY VOYAGE (SHORT TERM)

+ Catering to delivery voyages in ballast condition.
Refer to Registry Circular:RC-2/2012/1

BARE BOAT CHARTERIN

+ Allows bareboat charterers to register vessels
under Tuvalu flag (Subject to consent from
underlying flag and ship owners).

Refer to Registry Circular: RC-3/2012/1

BARE BOAT CHARTER OUT (SUSPENSION)

+ Allows a Tuvalu flagged vessel to be temporarily
suspended for registration with another flag.

+ Consent must be obtained from Mortgagee (if any).

Refer to Registry Circular: RC-4/2012/1

To find out how we can meet your flagging
requirements, visit our website www.tvship.com
for more information.
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SAFE MANNING

&&Certificates of Endorsement

SAFE MANNING

All self-propelled vessels, with the exception of
pleasure crafts must carry a Minimum Safe
Manning Certificate.

To find out your vessel’s minimum safe manning
requirement, please access our online safe
manning calculator at www.tvship.com under
‘Online Services.

CERTIFICATES OF ENDORSEMENT (COE)

All officers working on board a Tuvalu flagged
vessel must hold valid Tuvalu COE.

Tuvalu has no restriction on crew nationality and
will issue COE for medically fit officers, whose
Certificates of Competency (COC) are issued by a
party to the STCW convention.

All COCs shall be authenticated by the issuing
authority prior to issuance of the permanent
Certificate of Endorsement.

Refer to Registry Circular:RC-5/2012/1

SEAMAN BOOK

Only seafarers sailing on board Tuvalu flagged
vessels are eligible to apply for a Tuvalu Seaman
Book.

Please contact your registration agent or any
Tuvalu Ship Registry office for application of
Tuvalu Seaman Book.
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www.tvship.com

Email: info@tvship.com

i
A
:._ Il"\ '-.‘_"- .':::"'. | ) |: - '
L_ 1 s \ r: _::- | . ."III',
D A L N




